MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH USAC, INSTITUTE DIRECTOR ARBATOV

May 31, 1983.

Arbatov called on me at my hotel at his request the day
following our arrival to preview my meeting with General Secretary
Andropov. This meeting, Arbatov informed me upon my arrival in
Moscow, had been delayed one day because of the death of Politboro
member Pel'she, whose funeral would be held on Wednesday.

I began the conversations with Arbatov by noting that I
would be discrete regarding the talk, of that the General Secretary
could be assured. Arbatov said that the General Secretary's
statement would be short, businesslike and friendly. It would
perhaps suggestc that both sides hope for improvement in relations.
He said there was no concern about what I might say to him, but
they hoped there would be things which I could put across.

I noted that the report of the talk would be my own and

that I would be reporting to Secretary Shultz to ensure that he

received my interpretation of the meeting. Arbatov responded that

in the Ssvi@t view this was th@ iirgt rgal meetiﬁg between the

%nitﬁé Stat@a aﬁé thg Savzet 3&1@& since uh% ssart Qf the current
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%éﬁznzgiratzsn. ﬁ? gazé *hat we c&aié {n@i?} count the ceremonial
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m%etzgg which occured at the time of Brezhnev's death.

I said that I hoped for a constructive statement by the

Soviets., I noted that I would never criticize the President,

although he has said some things which were unfortunate. I hoped

sion which American
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for something to offset the negative impre

Soviets.
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I emphasized that we should be looking for things on which
we could agree, not those on which we disagrae. I saidkthat~¢u§
governments were different, but we could work together. I would
be saying that to Andropov, that weihéa now an extraorﬁiaary
opportunity to talk frankly and, I would hope, constructively.

I noted to Arbatov my great pleasure that I was able to
come again to the Soviet Union at my age. I felt very deeply
about this since I may not be able to come again, and I had talked
with every Soviet leader since Stalin, and even Trotsky. I asked
Arbatov what the Soviets thought about Trostky these days.

Arbatov responded they really don't think too much about him. It
seemed that he was of greater concern to the West European Social
Democrats because of their own Trotskyites.

I said when I came in 1926 it was appropriate that Trotsky -
saw me, since he was then responsible for the concessions. I ngﬁe&
we had had four hours. He was fair, but he gave in on nothing and
was all business. I felt, though, that he was concerned that he
not be seen as being friendly to foreigners, and I decided at that
time that he was in trouble. I added that, however, my. first.
trip to Russia was in 1899, when my father was on his scientific
expedition in the Bering Sea.

This was a surprise to Arbatov. I said I had told Stalin:
that we had landed and talked to the Eskimos, all without a passport.
Stalin responded, however, that we couldn't do that now. 1 then
continued that Stalin was an able man, whatever else one would:
say about him, and he had saved his country during the war,that he

wWas a great organizer.
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Arbatov resy&ndad that Staizn was 1nﬁeed a léader far a
crucial time. I them continded that thxs vxszt meant a qraat éaal
to me. for me, U.S.-Soviet relations remained the most important
factor for the world and that anything I could do would be
important, but I am here entirely as a private citizen inkccétrast
to many of my other visits. k =

waat0¥ ﬁheg zeturned'ta my visit with myﬂfatherﬁ aﬁ&-askeé”
g;y did my father come here, to the Soviet ﬁnéan* VI noted that
he had chartereé a bcai with scieﬁtists to axamihe tﬁa réqimﬁiané
many of rhe r@parts are 3t111 lmpartaﬁt ﬁ§)fatﬁéi'éléa §;§téév£6v
fxnd_thy kodiak bear. I natad that T was heavily 1nf1uenced by my |
father. pr

e also asked mé‘abﬁgt the f@undiﬂg of Brﬂwh ErothérQ;’
Harriman aﬁé whether I still had interest in it. I said I was still
a limitoq partner and ha&mbeen thé gﬁe who‘had meréeé thévcompany.
The reason B;anigroﬁﬁe:s wag_menﬁigned_fizst'razhéx;than Haf;iman
was my view that their company was older than mine, at thatit;me ;
only __ vyears old. | » =

Arbatov also asked 1if I knew Bob Roosa, and I responded I
knew him well. Arbatov said that Roosa @lanﬁ to come to the
Soviet lUnjon and was in the Soviet Union in January thh a U.N.
group to ﬁzs&ugﬂ ﬁ%ﬁt*%ﬁsi trade. He said, sadly, there 15 nearly
no trade, put at léaaé there were discussions. s

I concluded by noting éh&% I was grateful that my wife came
to the toyiet Union with me. I hoped she would continue afiéf“i'*
would ne. longer be able to.

that he would always be

{"‘3’

Libatov, as I was leaving, noted

availabl.. if we needed him during this visit.



